
 
 

December 21-22, 2019 

 

 

Debt Retirement Update 

As publicized over the past six months, our goal as a congregation is to retire our mortgage debt by 
December 31, 2019. Approximately $103,000 has been contributed since April 2019, putting us 
about halfway to our goal. Should the Lord allow us to meet this challenge, we will celebrate his 
goodness to us through a mortgage burning ceremony as part of our New Year’s Eve service. If you 
would like to contribute, please mark your envelope “Debt Retirement” and make checks payable to 
St. John’s. We are thankful for the generosity of everyone who has contributed thus far, and we ask 
for your prayers as we continue to work toward fully paying off our school facility by the end of 
2019.  

 

By Scripture Alone Discussion Forum  

Thursday, January 9 – Please join us for one more discussion forum before we close the book on the 
New Testament! We’ll meet from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall to answer your questions 
and wrap up a perfectly tied together and supremely bookended story: a story that begins in one 
perfect garden and ends in another. Questions or topics for consideration can be submitted in 
advance to Pastor Eric Schroeder at eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org. In addition to the questions you 
submit, we’ll preview Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, the focus of By Scripture Alone in 2020. 
Catechisms can be purchased from Pastor Schroeder for $20, and a 2020 reading schedule is 
available at www.sjtosa.org/BSA. 

 

Volunteers – Save the Date! 

Sunday, February 16 – All St. John’s volunteers are invited downtown to the Grace Center at Grace 
Lutheran Church for Volunteer Appreciation Night from 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. Formal invitations with 
more details will be sent shortly after Christmas. If you have volunteered at St. John’s in any way 
during the past year, please mark Sunday, February 16 on your calendar and make plans to attend 
this evening of food, fellowship, and fun. 

 

  

  

WORSHIP SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

Sundays – 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays – 9:15 a.m. Bible Classes, Sunday School 
Saturdays – 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays – 7:00 p.m. Children’s Bible Class – Chinese students 
Saturdays – 7:00 p.m. (Mandarin) For details and other spiritual growth opportunities, see the  
Communion – 1st and 3rd Weekends/month narthex bulletin board or visit www.sjtosa.org/biblestudies 

mailto:eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org
http://www.sjtosa.org/BSA


 HAPPENINGS AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Holiday Worship Opportunities 

For a complete worship schedule, including our Christmas and New Year’s services, visit 
www.sjtosa.org/HolidayWorship. Please consider picking up a Christmas postcard in the church 
narthex and inviting your neighbors, friends, and family to worship. 
 

Ping Pong Night 

Thursday, December 26 – Adults, join us in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00 p.m. for ping pong and 
fellowship. We will go for fun afterwards at a local establishment! Contact John or Kip Stearns at 
262-853-7364 or 262-993-0871 with questions. 
 

School Christmas Service Rehearsal 

Monday, December 23 – Practice for the Christmas Eve Service will be held at Wisconsin Lutheran 
High School. Students can be dropped off at WLHS at 8:45 a.m. and should be picked up at 11:45 
a.m. Childcare will be open; please bring a bag lunch. 
 

St. John's School Christmas Service 

Tuesday, December 24 – The school Christmas Eve service, Carols of the Manger, will be held at 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School in the auditorium. A preservice concert by St. John’s instrumental 
students and handbells begins around 3:40 p.m., and the service starts at 4:00 p.m. All are welcome 
to attend this service as our children proclaim the Christmas Gospel through recitations and carols. 
 

Year-End Gifts 

The final date to submit year-end gifts for 2019 is on or before Tuesday, December 31, 2019. 
Contributions received on New Year’s Day will be recorded in 2020 even if they have a 2019 date on 
the check. For online giving, please visit sjtosa.org/giving. Please take note of these important dates 
as you prayerfully plan your year-end gifts. 
 

Young Professionals Game Night 

Friday, January 10 – Bring your favorite game, your favorite person, and join us at Big Head Brewery 
(6204 W State St., Wauwatosa) at 6:30 p.m. for game night. Come have a blast! 
 

Boys’ Church Ball League 

Begins in January – Teams are forming now for the Church Basketball League. High school boys 
interested in playing should contact Jamie Danko at 414-369-7408. Hope you can join us! 
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Christmas Decoration Take-Down 

Thursday, January 2 – It won’t be long until the holidays are over, and that means putting away 
Christmas decorations! We’re looking for helpers to take down and put away the Christmas 
decorations at school from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. If you can help, please sign up at 
www.sjtosa.org/undecorating. 

 

AROUND THE WELS 

 

Camp Phillip Summer Camp Registrations 

Summer camp registrations are now open! Register at www.campphillip.com/registration for a gift 
that can impact your child for the rest of their life. Early bird discounts ($30 savings for full-week 
camps and $10 savings for half-week camps) are available through 11:00 p.m. on December 31. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

December Council Project: St. John’s Help Fund 

In Galatians 6:10, God directs us: “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” For this reason, St. John’s maintains a Help 
Fund to provide emergency assistance to those within our congregation who find themselves in need 
due to unforeseen or unplanned circumstances. To donate, use your green Above & Beyond 
envelope. Make checks payable to St. John's.  
 

Ushers and AV Operators Needed 

We are in need of ushers and AV operators to serve at our worship services. We are severely 
shorthanded on a couple of our usher teams. Training is provided, and volunteers are generally 
scheduled to serve one weekend per month. However, if you have limited availability or are willing 
to serve as a substitute, we will gladly accommodate your schedule. To volunteer, please speak with 
Michael Schneider (ushering) or Lyle Haferman (AV), contact the church office at church@sjtosa.org, 
or fill out the form online at www.sjtosa.org/worshipvolunteers. 
 

Worship Service Flowers 

Do you want to beautify our worship space to commemorate a special person or event or just to say 
thank you for many blessings you have received? Ordering altar and standards flowers is now easier 
than ever! Visit www.sjtosa.org/flowers to reserve your date, select the display (altar or standards) 
and prepay for your order. Your flowers will be delivered to church and set up, and a note will 
appear in the worship notes section of the service folder. Flowers can be picked up after the 10:30 
a.m. service or left at church to be enjoyed in the office area.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/undecorating
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FINANCIAL UPDATE         Through Dec 15, 2019 
 

Our goal is to eliminate our mortgage debt by  
December 31, 2019, and give thanks for this blessing with  
a mortgage burning ceremony during our New Year’s Eve  
worship service. All members are asked to consider giving  
one additional weekly offering per month to help us reach  
this goal. Please mark any contributions with  
“Debt Elimination.”            

       Debt Elimination Goal:   $ 208,000 
       Received and applied to principal: $ 103,373 
       Balance of Debt Elimination Goal:  $ 104,627 
 

 

 

SERVING NEXT WEEK  

 

Ushers 
Dec 24 4:00 p.m. K Kuehn, R Aldinger 

  D Close, D/S Ebeling  
P Stauffer, M Swenson 

  M Bahr, A De Longe 

  C Leyrer, T McTavish 

 7:00 p.m. T Wessel, M/N Gaub   

  M Pastorek, B Rusch   

Dec 25 10:00 a.m. J Johnson, K Festerling   

  J Frailing, C Holtz    

  J Mariscal, P Trettin   

Dec 29 8:00 a.m. M Meissner, G Beyer   

  N Ristow, J Warnke   

 10:30 a.m. R Yahn, B Ailey, N Cutting   

  B Lampe, M/M Maurice   

Greeters 
  

Dec 24 4:00 p.m. P/S Trettin; M/J Bye Greeters  

 7:00 p.m. P Katzer, M Perez, M/M Gaub   

Dec 25 10:00 a.m. A/J Greggs, M/C Rindfleisch   

Dec 29 8:00 a.m. D/D Leyrer   

 10:30 a.m. M/J Bahr, J Gromacki, P Rauth   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      Weekly worship services are available online at www.sjtosa.org              . 
St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church | 7809 Harwood Ave | Wauwatosa WI 53213 | 414-258-7831 | church@sjtosa.org

 

Attendance:  Midweek: 362;  
Early Childhood Christmas Service: 251; 
Saturday: 90; Mandarin: 12; Sunday: 380; 
Total: 1,095 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 

Week of December 22 - 28, 2019 

 

Mon 8:45 a.m. – Christmas Rehearsal 
at WLHS 

    

Tue 4:00 p.m. – Children’s Christmas Eve 
Worship at WLHS 

 7:00 p.m. – Lessons & Carols Worship 
No School  
(resumes January 6) 
Childcare Closed 

    

Wed 10:00 a.m. – Christmas Day Worship 
Church Office Closed 
Childcare Closed 
 

Thu 7:00 p.m. – Ping Pong Night 

    

Fri 9:00 p.m. – Teen Lock-In 

 

AV Operators 

Dec 24 4:00 p.m. J/R Rindfleisch 

 7:00 p.m.  L Haferman 

Dec 25 10:00 a.m.  Rindfleisch 

Dec 29 8:00 a.m. D Schmal 
 10:30 a.m. B Haferman 

 


